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morning, Cambon had heard of the Austrian ultimatum
from the Serbian Minister in London, and had hastened to
get into touch with Benckendorff:
In consultation with my Russian colleague, who thinks
it extremely difficult for his Government not to support
Serbia, we have been asking ourselves what intervention
could avert the conflict. As Sir Edward Grey has summoned
me for the afternoon, I propose to suggest that he ask for
the semi-official intervention of the German Government at
Vienna to prevent a sudden attack.40
Cambon did in fact urge upon Grey mediation at
Vienna to prevent an Austrian attack on Serbia, as is seen
from Grey's long despatch to Bertie quoted above. But
Cambon either failed to get the point of Grey's own original
suggestion as to mediation between Austria and Russia,
• or he purposely Cambonized it to fit in with what he had
already agreed with the Russian Ambassador, as we see
from his own account of his interview with Grey:
Sir Edward Grey having discussed with me his desire
to leave no stone unturned to avert the crisis, we agreed
in thinking that the British Cabinet might ask the German
Government to take the initiative in approaching Vienna
with the object of offering mediation between Austria and
Serbia, of the four Powers which are not directly interested*
If Germany agrees, time will be gained, and this is the
essential point.
Sir Edward Grey told me he would discuss with Prince
. Lichnowsky the proposal I have just explained. , . . [After
the interview with Grey, Cambon again talked with his
Russian colleague]. Count Benckendorff thinks it right to
attempt the demarche upon which I have agreed with Sir
Edward Grey.41
40 p. Cambon to Bienvenu-Martin, July 24; F.Y.B., 33.
*i P. Cambon to Bienvenu-Martin, July 24; F.YJB., 32; evidently this
telegram, which the editors of the Yellow Book print under No, 32 should
follow, not precede, that printed under No. 33, and quoted just above.

